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Instructions: 

Read the questions carefully before you start writing. 

Make sure you answer ALL the questions. 

Write neatly and legibly. 

Section A: Prepared Reading 

Read an extract from the following story and answer the questions that follow: 

THE MAGIC HOLE 

Penny was a little girl who lived in Alaska. It was ice-cold there and she kept wishing 
that she could play in the lush, green and warm gardens like we do. 

Somewhere near Penny’s house was a deep, dark forest that everyone was afraid to 
enter. They said that whoever entered it would be sucked in by a great hole.  

One day, Penny was playing with her Eskimo friends when one of the boys dared anyone 
to enter the magic forest. 

Penny picked up a twig and threw it at the edge of the forest. Nothing happened. 
Penny was astonished. It’s all a legend! We can play hide and seek in the woods if we 
want, she thought. She walked slowly towards the woods and walked right into the 
middle of the forest.  

There was a small hill with a great big hole right in the middle of it. She wanted to jump 
into it, so she took a big, deep breath and jumped.  

She went spinning and suddenly all her fur clothes vanished. She was wearing a skirt and 
blouse and she was at the beach! 

She had a bag with her with a swimsuit, a book, a bottle of  lotion and a towel. As she 
emptied the bag, she saw her parents and her elder brother were with her. Penny and  



her brother ran joyously to the warm sea. Oh! What fun! She wished it would never end.  

But after exactly one hour, it all vanished, and she was back in the forest. She hurried 
home. She looked at the watch. Only five minutes had passed since she had left. How 
strange. She had looked at her watch at the beach and was sure that an hour had 
passed. 

She was confused, and she told her parents what had happened. 

They were surprised to hear her story. They went to the magic hole together and 
jumped in one by one. At once they were at the mall and wearing the same clothes as 
everyone else. When they came back, they didn’t tell anyone. Now they go there often.  

It is their favourite picnic spot.  

Assessment 911 Grade 5 Task 2.2. Comprehension Test 

1.1 What is the name of the girl in the story and where did she live?  (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.2 What was her biggest wish and why do you think that it was her biggest 
wish?   (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.3 What was everyone afraid of and why? (3) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.4 Who issued the dare and what was it? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.5 Who decided to follow through with the dare and why? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 



1.6  In your own words, explain what Penny did in the forest and what 
happened as a result? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.7 Based on your answer in 1.6, what could the hole be compared to? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.8 Who was on the beach with her and what did they do? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.9 Explain what happened after an hour had passed. (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.10 Explain what happened after she told her parents? (3) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.11 Who all did they tell about what had happened and why? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1.12 If you could, would you like to time travel? Give a reason for your answer.
   (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

____ / 25 Marks (Section A) 
  



Section B: Language Structures and Conventions 

1. Replace the underlined words with a pronoun. (1) 

 The scout runs across the f loor and disappears. The scout found food for 
them. 

 _______________________ 

2. Rewrite the following sentence in the present continuous tense. (2) 

 The ant treats the other ants very well. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write the correct form of the word in brackets. (1) 

 The queen ant is the (big) of all the ants in the colony. 

 _________________  

4. Write down the synonyms (words similar in meaning) for the underlined 
words.   

 4.1 Ants are tiny creatures but they are very clever. (2) 

  ________________     ________________ 

 4.2 The ants worked very hard, day after day. (1) 

  ____________ 

5. Rewrite the sentence in the simple past tense. (2) 

 The ant does not leave foot prints. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Complete the following sentence by changing it from direct speech into 
indirect speech. (2) 

 The queen ant said, “I am very proud of the scouts.” 

 Start your sentence like this: 

 The queen ant said that _____________________________________________  



7. Rewrite the following sentence, correcting the spelling and punctation 
mistakes.  (3) 

 after eating your sandwich ants will carry the breadcrumbs to their 
nest 

 _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

8. Choose the correct form of the verb in brackets. (1) 

 The scout (eats/eat) its breadcrumbs. 

 ________________________ 

____ / 15 Marks (Section B) 

____ / 40 Marks TOTAL 


