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Instructions 
 

Carefully read all the questions before you start writing. 

Answer ALL the questions in the spaces provided 

Write neatly and legibly 

SECTION A: 

Question 1 

 Match the word to the correct definition. 

 Write only the letter of the correct answer in the answer column.

     (5) 

 Column  A  

(words) 

Answer 

Column 

Column  B   

(definitions) 

1.1 Crops  A.  Payment or a price of a bride 

1.2 Lobola  B.  People who grow crops and keep  

     livestock. 

1.3 Metal-Smith  C,  Plants that farmers grow for food. 

1.4 farmers  D.  The person that shapes iron tools. 

1.5 headman  E.  The man in charge of a homestead. 

 

  



Question 2 

Read about the importance of cattle below and then answer the 

following questions. 

 
Figure 1Clever SS Gr.5 Pg.72 LB 

2.1 Underline the correct word from the following sentences: (3) 

a) Cattle were a sign of    ( friendship / wealth ) 

b) The  ( chiefs / boys )  had many cattle and were very powerful. 

c) ( Pigs / Cattle )  were important for milk, leather, meat, etc. 

2.2 Complete the following sentences: 

a) Some men wanted to have more than one wife because ___________ 

_____________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

b) Cattle were part of __________________________ and 

_____________________. (2)                                      



2.3 Describe the ways a chief would help poor people   (4) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3 

Study the information below and answer the following question. 

 
Figure 2Platinum SS Pg.112 diagram 

We already know that the first people to live in South Africa were the San hunter-

gatherers. They lived here from about 20 000 years ago (in about 18 000 BC). 

About 2 100 years ago (in 100 BC), life began to change in the western part of 

Southern Africa. Khoikhoi herders arrived 



  

  

 

 

By about 250 AD, farmers had moved into southern Africa from further 

north. By 400 AD, they had settled all over South Africa, except for the 

desert areas (where there was no rainfall) and the Western Cape (where 

there was winter rainfall). What is BC and ad? The letters BC and ad are 

used to talk about time. ad stands for anno domini. These are Latin words 

that mean ‘In the year of Our Lord’. BC stands for the words ‘Before 

Christ’. Christians use the birth of Jesus Christ as a point from which to 

measure time. ad dates are counted forwards from the date of Christ’s 

birth until today. CB dates are counted backwards from the date of 

Christ’s birth. Another way of naming the calendar is to use the terms 

Common Era (CE) and Before the Common Era (BCE) instead of BC and ad. 

The number values for this system are the same. White people from Europe 

only settled in South Africa in 1652 AD. 



3.1 This list of events is in the incorrect time order. (5) 
 Rewrite the list in the correct time order. 

A. The birth of Jesus Christ 

B. The arrival of Europeans in South Africa 

C. San, the first people who live in South Africa 

D. The first farmers settled in South Africa 

E. The arrival of the Khoikhoi herders 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________________ 

Question 4 

Examine the following picture below and then answer the following 

questions. 

 
Figure 3Platinum SS Pg.122 



The following are statements about African pots. Some statements 

are correct, and others are incorrect. Write each statement under 

the correct heading. (6) 

 

1. Pots are artefacts. 

2. Pots were made by men and boys. 

3. Pots were used for storing food and cooking. 

4. Pots were made from clay 

5. Pots were dried using microwave. 

6. Pots were decorated. 

 

Correct statements Incorrect statements 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Question 5 

The San people were part of the hunting trade network. How did 

hunting help the San people? (3) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Section A Total__________/ 30 Marks 

  



SECTION B: 

Question 6 

 Choose ONE word from the Word bank below to answer the following 

questions. 

 

 

6.1 Give ONE word for:  (4) 

a) a group of households :____________________________________________ 

b) the most powerful person in the village.: ___________________________ 

c) the person in charge of a homestead.: _____________________________ 

d) the place were a wife and her children live.: _________________________ 

 

6.2 Use the diagram below and what you learnt about African farmers 

to answer the following questions. 

 
Figure 4Platinum SS Pg.115 Diagram Homestead 

a) Where was the cattle kraal in the homestead? (1) 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

Chief , homestead , household , headman 



b) What does the position of the cattle kraal tell us about the 

importance of cattle for the farmers. (4) 

 __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

c) Justify why clay was important for the farmers. (2) 

 __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

d) Give Two examples of the most important crops which the African 

farmers grew? (4) 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 7 

7.1 What was the difference between the San and the Khoikhoi? (3) 

 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

7.2 Explain the term  “nomadic”. (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section B Total__________/ 20 Marks 

 

Grand Total_____ / 50 Marks 


