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Instructions 

Read the questions carefully before you start writing. 

Make sure you answer ALL the questions. 

Pay special attention to spelling, language errors and sentence construction. 

Write neatly and legibly. 

PREPARED READING AND VIEWING 

Section A: Comprehension 

Read the extract from Roald Dahl’s “Matilda” and answer all the questions in full 

sentences. 

MATILDA 

Miss Honey got to her feet and walked smartly out of the room, but was back in 

thirty seconds carrying a thick book. She opened it at random and placed it on 

Matilda's desk. "This is a book of humorous poetry," she said. "See if you can read 

that one aloud."  

Smoothly, without a pause and at a nice speed, Matilda began to read:  

"An epicure dining at Crewe  

Found a rather large mouse in his stew.  

Cried the waiter, "Don't shout  

And wave it about  

Or the rest will be wanting one too."  



Several children saw the funny side of the rhyme and laughed. Miss Honey said, "Do 

you know what an epicure is, Matilda?" "It is someone who is dainty with his eating," 

Matilda said. "That is correct," Miss Honey said. "And do you happen to know what 

that particular type of poetry is called?" "It's called a limerick," Matilda said. 

"That's a lovely one. It's so funny." "It's a famous one," Miss Honey said, picking up 

the book and returning to her table in front of the class. "A witty limerick is very 

hard to write," she added. "They look easy but they most certainly are not." "I 

know," Matilda said. "I've tried quite a few times but mine are never any good." "You 

have, have you?" Miss Honey said, more startled than ever. "Well Matilda, I would 

very much like to hear one of these limericks you say you have written. Could you 

try to remember one for us?" "Well," Matilda said, hesitating. "I've actually been 

trying to make up one about you, Miss Honey, while we've been sitting here."  

"About me!" Miss Honey cried. "Well, we've certainly got to hear that one, haven't 

we?" "I don't think I want to say it, Miss Honey."  

"Please tell it," Miss Honey said. "I promise I won't mind." "I think you will, Miss Honey, 

because I have to use your first name to make things rhyme and that's why I 

don't want to say it." "How do you know my first name?" Miss Honey asked. "I heard 

another teacher calling you by it just before we came in," Matilda said. "She called 

you Jenny." 

 

 

 

 

"I insist upon hearing this limerick," Miss Honey said, smiling one of her rare smiles. 

"Stand up and recite it." Reluctantly Matilda stood up and very slowly, very 

nervously, she recited her limerick:  

"The thing we all ask about Jenny  

Is, 'Surely there cannot be many  

Young girls in the place  



With so lovely a face?'  

The answer to that is, 'Not any!’ 

The whole of Miss Honey's pale and pleasant face blushed a brilliant scarlet. Then 

once again she smiled. It was a much broader one this time, a smile of pure pleasure.  

 -By Roald Dahl 

Questions: 

1.  How do you know that the teacher did not have to go far to fetch the 

book?  (1) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Did Miss Honey choose a specific limerick (rhyming poem) for Matilda to read? 

Explain your answer using the text. (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Only some children understood the first poem. How does the reader know 

this?   (1) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Had Matilda written a limerick before? How do you know? Use evidence from 

the text.  (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Which limerick did Miss Honey want to hear? (1) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Why was Matilda shy to say her limerick about Miss Honey? (1) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

  



7.  Did Miss Honey like the limerick about herself? How do we know this? Use 

evidence from the text. (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Find synonyms (similar words) from the text for these descriptions: (3) 

 Amusing, funny: ______________________          

 Be uncertain, pause: __________________ 

 Surprised, taken aback: ________________       

9.  Would you like to write a limerick about your teacher? Why or why not?  (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

Section B: Visual Text 

Read the following short poem and answer all the questions. 

 

1.  Briefly describe what this poem is about. (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 



2.  Quote one example of personification used in the poem. (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Refer to your answer for question 2. Explain why it is an example of 

personification.  (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  “Stands and stares” is a form of alliteration in the poem. Can you find another 

example of alliteration in the poem? Write it down. (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  What is the mood of this poem (how does it make you feel) ? Explain your 

answer.  (2) 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

____ / 25 Marks (PR) 

  



LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND CONVENTIONS 

Section C: Summary 

Summarise the following text in 6-8 sentences (60-80) words using the keywords 
provided.   (5) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



Section D: Language 

1. Underline all the abstract nouns in the following sentences. (2) 

 1.1.  Everyone praised the sailors for their courage. 

 1.2.  Solomon is admired for his wisdom. 

2. Fill in the spaces with the correct form of the verb in the past tense. (4) 

 2.1. Jared (frequently, drive) _______ _______ his father's truck to work last 

summer. 

 2.2 Susan (already, play) _______ _______ the flute well before she began to 

play the piccolo.   

3. Fill in the spaces with the correct form of the verb in the future tense.  (4) 

 3.1 .If necessary, we (carry)  _________   _________ the supplies in our car on 

Saturday. 

 3.2. Becky, (go) _________ you _________ to Alaska with us this summer?  

4. What is a verb? (1) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Join each pair of sentences into one longer sentence by choosing a 

conjunction from the block. You can only use a conjunction once. (3) 

when      while     as     unless    but 

 5.1.  The dog, Uri, sniffed at the wind. He was sitting on the edge of the raft. 

  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 5.2.  Mafatu did not want to confront the shark. He had to. 

  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

  



5.3.  Mafatu tried to catch Uri before he fell in. It was too late. 

  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Add a prefix to each root word to create antonyms. (2) 

 6.1     _________   likely 

 6.2     _________   agreed  

7. Choose the correct prepositions to complete the sentences. (4) 

with                 on             by            into 

 7.1.  Quite ________ chance , I found my way ________ the house. 

 7.2.  He was the only one who agreed ________ me. 

 7.3.  There was a bowl of flowers ________ the table. 

                                                                                                    ____ / 10 (20÷2) 

____ / 15 Marks (LS&C) 


