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Instructions 

• Read the questions carefully before you start writing. 

• Make sure you answer All the questions. 

• Write neatly and legibly. 

1. Multiple Choice (5) 

 1.1 The atmosphere includes the…  

  A Layers of gas surrounding the Earth 

  B Earth’s crust 

  C Oceans 

  D Underground water 

 1.2 These animals are able to feed their young on milk from the 

mammary glands. 

  A Fish 

  B Amphibians 

  C Birds 

  D Mammals 

  

  



 1.3 A characteristic of this animal is that their bones are 

lightweight and usually hollow. 

  A Fish 

  B Amphibians 

  C Birds 

  D Mammals 

 1.4 A dicotyledonous plant is a plant with … 

  A One cotyledon 

  B Two cotyledons 

  C Three cotyledons 

  D Four cotyledons 

 1.5 Flowering plants are known as … 

  A Mosses 

  B Ferns 

  C Gymnosperms 

  D Angiosperms 

2. Terminology: Write the scientific term used to explain the following. 

Choose from the list of words provided below. (6) 

Excretion Reproduction Adaptations Classifying 

Lithosphere Endoskeleton Reptiles Biosphere 

Crustaceans Exoskeleton Anthropoids Insects 

 

 2.1 Grouping things according to their similar features. 

  ______________________ 

 2.2 Living things create similar copies of themselves.  

  ______________________ 



 2.3 Animals that have a hard outer skeleton and live in the water. 

  ______________________ 

 

 2.4 Part of the Earth made up of all the rocks and soils on the 

Earth’s crust. 

  _______________________ 

 2.5 Getting rid of waste products not needed by the body. 

  ______________________ 

 2.6 A skeleton made up of bones. _____________________ 

3. A sour fig tree adapts to the very dry conditions and extreme 

temperatures of the Karoo by growing close to the ground. It 

has thick leaves with a waxy surface. 

 3.1 Name the two requirements for sustaining life that are 

limited in the Karoo. (2) 

  _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 3.2 For each requirement, identify the adaptation made by the 

plant and describe how it sustains life. (4) 

  _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

  



4. We can tell whether or not an organism is alive by looking for signs 

of all the seven life processes. For each example that follows, 

identify the life process and explain the benefit to the underlined 

organism. 

 4.1 A rat runs away from a snake. (3) 

  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4.2 A fish opens its gills to allow water to f low through them. (3) 

  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4.3 A tree growing under the shade of a barn moves its leaves 

from underneath. (3) 

  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

5. Match the organism below to the classification levels given at  

 (a) – (d).  (4) 

  (a)   kingdom     (b)   phylum     (c)   class     (d)   order 

 5.1 Mammalia : _______________________ 

 5.2 Animalia : ______________________ 

 5.3 Carnivora : ______________________ 

 5.4 Chordata : ______________________ 

  



6. Distinguish between an adventitious root system to a taproot 

system. Give three points for each. (6) 

 Adventitious root system 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 Taproot system 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

7. Read the statements below about gymnosperms. Rewrite them 

and correct them. (4) 

 7.1 The female cones carry the pollen and the male cones carry 

the seeds. 

  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 7.2 Gymnosperms can be divided into two groups, 

monocotyledons and dicotyledons. 

  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

  



8. Look at the figure below to answer the questions which follow. 

 

Figure 1: Platinum Grade 7 Natural Science Learner's Book, page 44. 

 

Give the days on which the following take place during a typical 

menstrual cycle. (4) 

8.1 Menstruation: ___________________________________________ 

8.2 Ovulation: _______________________________________________ 

8.3 Fertile period: ___________________________________________ 

8.4 Lining of uterus breaks down: _____________________________ 

  



9. Explain the consequences of being sexually irresponsible. (3) 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

10. Look at the following diagram of the female reproductive organs. 

 

Figure 2: Platinum Grade 7 Natural Science Learner's Book, page 64. 

 10.1 Provide labels for 1, 2 and 3. (3) 

   1) _______________   2) _______________   3) ________________ 

 10.2 Write down only the number of the part that releases eggs. 

_______________ (1) 

 10.3 Explain what menstruation means. (2) 

  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

11. Abstinence is the most effective way to protect oneself  from 

the consequences of sexual irresponsibility. Justify this 

statement. (4) 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



12. Differentiate between an embryo and a foetus. (2) 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

13. Besides pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, motivate 

why sexual health and responsibility should be taught in      

schools.   (3) 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

14. Suggest how each f lower in the image below is pollinated. (3) 

 

Figure 3: Platinum Grade 7 Natural Science Learner's Book, page 33 

 14.1 ______________________     14.2 ________________________ 

 14.3 ______________________ 
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