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SECTION A: COMPREHENSION  

Question 1:  

Read both TEXT A and TEXT B then answer the questions: 

TEXT A 

Fascinating colour meanings around the world 

1   When we associate a colour with a certain feeling, gender, or saying, it can be hard to see it 

in any other way. For example, many people see red as tied to anger or passion, but did you know 

that it’s also linked to purity? 

2 Colour plays an integral role in our lives, shaping the way we describe our moods and even the 

way we experience the world. But depending on your culture, things like colour meanings, and 

even how many words you have for colours, can vary drastically. Find out what your favourite 

colour means around the world. 

 

3 Blue: Because of its positive associations in Western cultures like trust, security, and 

authority, blue is considered by many as the safest colour choice. Conversely, it has also been 

linked to feelings of sadness and loneliness, hence the phrase "having the blues." In some countries, 

like Turkey, Greece, Iran, and Albania, blue symbolises protection against evil, and you'll often 

see blue eye-shaped amulets believed to protect against the evil eye. 

In some Eastern cultures, blue can also symbolise immortality, while in Ukraine it's a marker of 

good health. 

 

4 Green: In Western cultures, green has come to represent all sorts of things, such as luck, 

nature, freshness, environmental awareness, wealth, and envy. The colour has traditionally been 

forbidden in Indonesia, whereas in Mexico it’s a national colour representing independence. In the 

Middle East, green represents fertility, luck, and wealth, and it’s also considered the traditional 

colour of Islam. Green can also mean infidelity in some Eastern cultures, and in China a man 

would reportedly never be caught dead in a green hat because it signifies that their wives have 

cheated on them. 

 

5 Yellow: In Western cultures, yellow is associated with sunlight, happiness, optimism, warmth, 

and joy, however it can also signify caution and cowardice. In China, yellow is associated with the 

https://uk.starsinsider.com/lifestyle/231762/color-psychology-the-extraordinary-effects-on-mood
https://uk.starsinsider.com/lifestyle/320021/the-surprising-truth-about-blue-monday-and-how-to-beat-it
https://kotaku.com/the-adulterous-shame-of-green-hats-5936487
http://www.colorguides.net/color_culture.htm


                  

 

3 

  

earth element, and represents royalty. Instead of green, yellow is the colour that represents 

envy in Germany. 
 

6 Orange: As reflected in the natural world, orange has come to represent autumn, harvest, 

and warmth in Western cultures. In Hinduism, the soft orange colour of saffron is considered to 

be auspicious and sacred. Buddhist monks often wear orange robes as the colour symbolizes a 

flame that radiates light, as well as purity, similar to gold found in nature. The wearer must be 

pure, peaceful, and divine. 

 

7 Pink: The colour is widely associated in Western cultures with femininity, love, romance, caring, 

and the birth of baby girls, but in Japan, pink reportedly relates more to masculinity. Pink is said 

to be mentally stimulating, calming, and to reduce violent behaviour, which is why many prison 

holding cells are painted this colour. 

 

8 Red: In many Asian cultures, the colour red is perhaps the most significant, as it represents 

good fortune, joy, prosperity, and celebration. That's why it's most used during Chinese holidays, 

for example. In India, the colour red represents purity, along with fertility and prosperity. It's 

tied to the reason Indian brides traditionally wear red at their wedding. Red symbolizes passion, 

excitement, action, love, and danger, among other things, in Western cultures. It’s associated 

with communism in countries like Russia, and some countries in Africa associate red with death. 

The vibrant hue is considered lucky in Egypt, and good fortune and courage in Iran. 

 

9 Black: Across various cultures, black represents sophistication and formality, as well as death, 

evil, mourning, magic, illness, and mystery. In the Middle East, the colour can represent both 

rebirth and mourning, similar to how in Western culture black is traditionally worn at funerals. 

In Africa, black has come to symbolize maturity and masculinity. 

 

10  White: In many Asian countries, white represents death and mourning, traditionally worn 

at funerals. In Western cultures, however, it symbolizes purity, elegance, peace, and cleanliness, 

and white is traditionally relegated to brides. In some countries, white is associated with angels, 

good health, and time. 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-za/lifestyle/travel/fascinating-colour-meanings-around-the-world 

 

 

  

http://www.colorguides.net/color_culture.html
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TEXT B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://images.squarespace-cdn.com 

 

QUESTIONS TEXT A 

 

1.1     Refer to paragraph 1 

1.1.1 State what is the difficulty or challenge people sometimes experience with 

certain colours as discussed in paragraph 1.        (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.1.2   Give an example of your own challenge of this kind of association.    (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.2    State what the association with certain colours is based on as  

  stated in paragraph 2.           (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.3  Name one positive and one negative association with the colour blue.   (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.4  Refer to paragraph 4:   

Suggest a reason why green is associated with environmental awareness.  (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.5  Refer to paragraphs 5-7 

1.5.1 Which colour would a German person wear if he/she feels jealous?    (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.5.2 Which colour would a Japanese princess wear?       (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.6  In Hinduism, which colour is considered to be a holy?      (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.7  In which colour would a traditional Japanese mother dress her baby boy?  (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.8 Quote a word from paragraph 8 which is a synonym for lively (full of life). (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.9  According to the passage, how would a traditional wedding dress at an  

American wedding, differ from one at an Indian wedding?      (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.10 Discuss in what way the colours black and white have similar connotations 

           in some countries.           (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.11 Discuss whether you think the use of the word ‘fascinating’ in the title of  

           the text is suitable for this article.       (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS TEXT B 

1.12  State what the image in TEXT B represents.     (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.13  Name the four main sections of this graph.      (4) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.14  Who is likely to be the target audience of this graph? Give a reason for  

your answer.            (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.15  Quote a form of Americanism from the text.       (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS TEXT A AND B 

1.16  In your opinion, does TEXT B have any relevance to TEXT A? Discuss.  (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ / 25 Marks (Section A) 

SECTION B: VISUAL TEXT 

Question 2 

Study the following text then answer the questions: 

TEXT C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/imazagroupkky 

https://www.facebook.com/imazagroupkky


                  

 

8 

  

2.1  State what the slogan of the advertisement is.                 (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.1.1 Discuss your opinion on whether this slogan is effective or not.                    (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.1.2 State whether the images in the advertisement contribute to its effect.       (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.2  Discuss the effect of the ’10 YEAR GUARANTEE’ in the advertisement.   (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

TEXT D 
 

 

 

 

 
/za.pinteres t.com/pin/4122 905408616741 74 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://za.pinterest.com/pin/412290540861674174/ 
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2.3  What world-wide event is referred to in the cartoon?     (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.4  Discuss the humour in the cartoon by referring to literal and figurative 

meanings used by the cartoonist.         (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.5 Discuss how the cartoonist manages to convey the message of  

‘Black Fry Day’ through the graphics used. State TWO clues.    (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.6  Give a word to describe the facial expressions of the two customers.  (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.7  Do you think that the person behind the counter is a good salesman?  

Substantiate your answer by referring to evidence from the cartoon to  

support your answer.          (3) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ / 15 Marks (Section B) 
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SECTION C: SUMMARY  

Question 3 

Read the following text about the symbolism of colour in the flags of different 

countries, then summarise the main points in a paragraph of 90 words. 

INSTRUCTIONS:  

1. Your summary must include 7 main points and must be presented in a fluent 

paragraph.  

2. Do not exceed 90 words.  

3. Use your own words as far as possible.  

4. You do not need to give your summary a title.  

5. Indicate the number of words you have used at the end of your summary.  

TEXT E 

Flag Colour Meanings 

 
Flags have played important roles throughout history, from signifying a country’s victory in 
battle to staking a claim to land. The elements, or factors, going into the making of a flag 
design are most commonly history, culture, and natural resources. But, perhaps the most 
noticeable element of a flag design is its colours.  
Overall, country flags lean towards using colours to symbolize attributes such as harmony or 
peace, based on their history or culture. For instance, the colours of red, white, and blue are 
the most popular.   
Red is the most used colour on flags throughout the world. A strong, bold colour, it most 
often symbolizes bloodshed as in war and revolution, or in a struggle of some sort such as for 
independence. The colour white is often the background colour for a flag or plays an equal role. 
Most often, white symbolizes peace and purity.  
Blue can be a calming colour or bold in its own right. Overall, blue on a flag is most often used to 
symbolize either the natural element of water or sky, or particular attributes including 
truth, peace, loyalty, vigilance, freedom, and justice.  
Shades of yellow or gold are most closely associated with the sun. However, the colours are 
also symbolic of energy, wealth, prosperity, and generosity.  
Green is one of those special colours that often has a nature-related symbolism. These include 
agriculture, grassland, forests, and various other geological features representative of a 
country.  
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Black is a defining colour on any flag and has less symbolic meanings than many of the other 
colours, and is used less often. This colour often symbolizes ethnic heritage, victory in battle or 
defeat of enemies, war and death, determination, and even harmony.  
One country’s flag in particular, South Africa, contains numerous colours including red, white, 
blue, green, yellow, and black. Overall, the new flag is meant to symbolize the unity of diverse 
peoples, combining the colours representative of the Boer Republics and the African National 
Congress. 

 

6 Flag Color Meanings: The Hidden Symbolism of the Most Popular Flag Colors - Color Meanings (color-meanings.com)SOURCE:  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ / 10 Marks (Section C) 

https://www.color-meanings.com/flag-color-meanings-symbolism/


                  

 

12 

  

SECTION D: LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND CONVENTIONS  

Question 4 

Study the following texts, then answer the questions: 

TEXT F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://i.pinimg.com/ 

 

4.1  Rewrite the word ‘wanna’ in proper English.       (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.2  Choose the correct answer:         (1) 

The register of the sentence in the poster is an example of:  

A Formal Language   B Very formal Language 

C Colloquial language  D Slang      
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4.3 Name the parts of speech of the following words:  

4.3.1  Ignoring             (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.3.2 red             (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.3.3  in              (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.3.4  later             (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

TEXT G 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ttps://i.pinimg.com/ 

‘Im’ sorry, sir, but I cannot sell you any colour of interior paint without a note from your wife.’ 
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4.4  Rewrite the words of the saleslady starting as follows:  

 The saleslady said that….         (5) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

TEXT H 

The Colour Purple 

Alice Walker’s 1982 novel, (4.5) "The Colour Purple," has been a beloved subject of          

adaptations before, from Steven (4.6) (a) Spielberg’s (b) Oscar-nominated film to the Broadway 

musical that first hit (4.7) stages in 2005.  

“The Colour Purple’’ is the story of Celie (portrayed in her youth by Phylicia Pearl Mpasi, and in 

adulthood by Fantasia Barrino). As a young girl, Celie and her sister   Nettie (Halle Bailey) frolic 

on the shoreline, gossiping and singing. They’re fully immersed in the play of girlhood, but only when 

they’re in solitude with each other.  

At home is their abusive father, their lives governed by his oppressiveness.  

(4.8) When nettie runs away, the sisters loose contact, and with no sister, no reliable family, 

and no children, Celie is left too trudge alone through the dispiriting              

decades to come. The only pieces of solace Celie finds is in the distant hope that her sister and 

children are alive somewhere, and in the support of Shug and Sofia (Danielle Brooks), her spunky, 

strong-willed daughter-in-law.  

(4.9) The performances in “The Colour Purple” are the absolute cornerstone of the film’s 

successes. (4.10) Mpasi and Barrino are both making their film debuts.        

They are excellent in embodying Celie, showcasing the character’s ruminations and hesitancy, 

but also her aggrieved resilience.  
https://www.rogerebert.com 

  

https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/alice-walker
https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/steven-spielberg
https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/phylicia-pearl-mpasi
https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/fantasia-barrino
https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/halle-bailey
https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/danielle-brooks
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Please refer to the sentences as they have been numbered in this text and 

answer the following questions: 

4.5  State why the words in ‘The Colour Purple’ start with capital letters. (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.6  Identify the punctuation marks and indicate their function:  

4.6.1  Spielberg’s             (1)  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.6.2 Oscar-nominated          (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.7  Use the underlined word in a sentence of your own as a homonym.  (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.8  Identify and correct the THREE deliberate errors in lines 9-10.   (3) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.9  Rewrite the sentence in the singular form.      (1) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.10  Rewrite the following sentence, starting as indicated:  

Mpasi and Barrino are both making their film debuts.     (1) 

 Their… 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____ / 20 Marks (Section D) 

_____ / 70 Marks TOTAL 
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