
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNER NAME & SURNAME: __________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS & INFORMATION 

1. This question paper consists of TWO SECTIONS:  

SECTION A: Essay                                        (40) 

SECTION B: Longer transactional Text                 (20) 

2. Answer ONE question from EACH section.  

3. Plan (e.g., a mind map/first draft), edit and proofread your work. The plan 
must appear BEFORE the final work. 

4. All plan must be indicated as such. Draw a line through all planning. 

5. Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used 

in this question paper. 

6. Do NOT consider the title/heading when doing a word count. 

7. Write neatly and legibly. 

 

 

 

 

Subject: English Home Language Examiner: Muteeri, M. 

Type: Task 2 or Paper 2 Moderator: Gororo, E. 

Date:  18 March 2025 Grade: 9-0 

Marks: 60 Marks Time: 2 hours 



 
 

 SECTION A: ESSAY 

      QUESTION 1 

• Write an essay of between 250 and 300 words in length on ONE of the 

following topics. 

• Each paragraph must be between 8 -10 sentences long. 

• Write down the number and title of the essay you have chosen 

correctly,   

e.g. 1.1 My dreams for the year 2025 

1.1  My dreams for the year, 2025       (40)  

1.2  An unforgettable journey.        (40)  

1.3  A celebrity I would like to meet.      (40)   

1.4  As I opened the box …       (40) 

1.5  Today, teenagers are controlled by their cell phones.  (40)   

1.6  'Sometimes miracles are just kind people with good hearts.' – 

Anonymous         (40) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

SECTION A: RUBRIC FOR ASSESSING ESSAY – HOME LANGUAGE (40 MARKS)  

 CRITERIA  EXCEPTIONAL  SKILLFUL   MODERATE   ELEMENTARY  INADEQUATE  

MARKS  20–24  15–19   12–14  8–11  0–7  

CONTENT, PLANNING  (24 
MARKS)  

  
Response and ideas; 
Organisation of ideas for 
planning;  
Awareness of purpose, 

audience and context  

˗   Outstanding/striking 
response beyond normal 
expectations.  

˗Intelligent, thought 
provoking and 
mature ideas.  

˗ Exceptionally well 

organised and coherent 

(connected), including 

introduction, body and 

conclusion/ending.  

- Very well-crafted response.  
- Fully relevant and interesting 

ideas with evidence of 
maturity.  

- Very well organised and 

coherent (connected), 

including introduction, body 

and conclusion/ ending.  

-  
-  

-  

Satisfactory response  
Ideas are reasonably 
coherent and 
convincing  
Reasonably organised and 

coherent, including 

introduction, body and 

conclusion/ending.  

-  

-  

-  

Inconsistently 

coherent response. 

Unclear ideas and 

unoriginal. Little 

evidence of 

organisation and 

coherence.  

- Totally irrelevant 
response.  

- Confused and unfocused 
ideas.  

- Vague and repetitive.  
- Unorganised and 

incoherent.  

MARKS  9–12  7–8   5–6   3–4  0–2  

LANGUAGE, STYLE  
AND EDITING  
(12 MARKS)   

Tone, register, style, 
vocabulary appropriate to 
purpose/effect and 

context; Word choice; 
Language use and 
conventions,  
Punctuation,  
Grammar, spelling  

˗ Language excellent and 
rhetorically effective 
intone.  

˗ Virtually error-free in 
grammar and spelling.  

˗ Skilfully crafted.  

- Language engaging  
    and generally effective.  

- Appropriate and effective 
tone.  

- Few errors in grammar and 
spelling.  

- Well crafted.  

-  

-  

Adequate use of 

language with some 

inconsistencies. Tone 

generally appropriate 

and limited use of 

rhetorical devices.  

-  

-  

-  

Inadequate use of 
language.  
Little or no variety in 

sentence. 

Exceptionally limited 

vocabulary.  

- Language 
incomprehensible  

- Vocabulary limitations 

so extreme as to make 

comprehension 

impossible.  

MARKS  4  3   2  1  0  

STRUCTURE   
(4 MARKS)  

  
Features of text;  
Paragraph development and 

sentence construction  

˗ Excellent development of 
topic.  

- Exceptional detail.  
- Sentences, paragraphs 

exceptionally well-

constructed.  

- Logical development of 
details.  

- Coherent  
- Sentences, paragraphs 

logical, varied.  

-  

-  

-  

Relevant details developed.  
Sentences, paragraphs 

well-constructed. Essay 

still makes some sense.  

-  
-  

-  

Some valid points 

Sentences and 

paragraphs faulty. 

Essay still makes 

sense.  

- Necessary points lacking.  
- Sentences and 

paragraphs faulty.  

- Essay lacks sense.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 TOTAL     /40 



 
 

SECTION B:  LONGER TRANSACTIONAL TEXT 

QUESTION 2 

• Respond to ONE of the following transactional writing tasks.    

• The body of your response should be between 160 and 180 words in length. 

• Write down the number and the heading of the text you have chosen,   

e.g. 2.1 E-MAIL  

2.1  POSTER  

A reading club will be launched at your school to motivate learners to read. As 

part of the organising committee, you have been asked to design a poster (100-

110 words) for this event. Write the content of the poster that you will 

design.                     (20) 

2.2   POSTER/ADVERTISEMENT  

To earn extra money, you decide to baby-sit young children or wash cars for 

your neighbours. Design a poster (100–110 words) in which you   advertise 

ONE of these services. Be sure to include all the necessary details. (20) 

2.2  NEWSPAPER ARTICLE  

You received excellent service at a local clinic during a recent visit. You 

would like to share your positive experience with the public. Write an article 

that will be published in your local news               (20) 

2.3  MAGAZINE ARTICLE  

Youth unemployment is a worldwide problem, especially for school leavers. As a 

member of your school magazine team, you have been asked to do some research 

and write an inspirational article. Write a magazine article on how to achieve 



 
 

your dream. Also provide practical advice on steps to follow to make your 

dream come true          (20) 

2.4  AGENDA AND MINUTES OF MEETING         

You are the secretary of a local cultural organisation that promotes the arts 

at a community level.  The cultural organisation is planning to have a community 

arts festival. You have been instructed to arrange a meeting with community 

organisations to discuss the arts festival.  

Write the agenda and the minutes of the meeting.     (20)



 
 

SECTION B: RUBRIC FOR ASSESSING LONGER TRANSACTIONAL TEXT – HOME LANGUAGE (20 MARKS)  

  

CRITERIA  EXCEPTIONAL  SKILLFUL  MODERATE  ELEMENTARY  INADEQUATE  

MARKS  9–12  7–8  5–6  3–4  0–2   

  
CONTENT, PLANNING  

AND FORMAT 
(12 MARKS)  

  
- Response and ideas  
- Organisation of ideas 

and planning  
- Purpose, audience, 

features/conventions 

and context  

˗ Outstanding response.  
˗ Intelligent and mature ideas.  
˗ Extensive knowledge of 

features of the type of text.  
˗ Writing maintains focus.  
˗ Coherence in content and 

ideas.  
˗ Highly elaborated and all 

details support topic.  
˗ Appropriate and accurate 

format.  

- Very good response.  
- Maintains focus – no 

digressions.  
- Coherent in content and 

ideas, very well 
elaborated and details 
support topic.  

- Appropriate format with 

minor inaccuracies.  

- Adequate response.  
- Not completely focused.  
- Some digressions.  
- Reasonably coherent in 

content and ideas.  
- Some details support the 

topic.  
- Generally appropriate 

format but with some 

inaccuracies.  

- Basic response.  
- Some focus but writing 

digresses.  
- Not always coherent in 

content and ideas.  
 Few details support the 

topic.  
- Has vaguely applied 

necessary rules of 
format.  

- Some critical 

oversights.  

- Response reveals no 
knowledge of features 
of this type of text.  

- Meaning is obscure 
with major digressions.  

- Not coherent in 
content and ideas.   

- Very few ideas support 
the topic.  

- Has not applied 

necessary rules of 

format.  

MARKS  7–8  5–6  4   3  0–2  

  
LANGUAGE, STYLE  

AND EDITING  
(8 MARKS)  

  
- Tone, register, style,  

purpose/effect, 
audience and context - 
Language use and  
conventions - Word 
choice  

- Punctuation and 

spelling  

- Tone, register, style, 
vocabulary highly 
appropriate to purpose, 
audience and context.  

- Grammatically accurate and 
well-constructed.  

- Virtually error-free.  

- Tone, register, style and 
vocabulary very 
appropriate to purpose, 
audience and context.  

- Generally grammatically 
accurate and well-
constructed.  

- Mostly good vocabulary.  
- Mostly error-free.  

- Tone, register, style and 
vocabulary appropriate to 
purpose, audience and 
context.  

- Some grammatical errors.  
- Adequate vocabulary.  
- Errors do not impede 

meaning.  

- Tone, register, style 
and vocabulary less 
appropriate to 
purpose, audience and 
context.  

- Inaccurate grammar 
with numerous errors.  

- Limited vocabulary.  
- Meaning is obscured.  

- Tone, register, style 
and vocabulary do not 
correspond to 
purpose, audience and 
context.  

- Error-ridden and 
confusing.  

- Vocabulary not 
suitable for purpose.  

- Meaning seriously 

impaired.   

                                                                                                                                                                                          TOTAL    /20 
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