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Instructions 

Read the questions carefully before you start writing. 

Make sure you answer ALL the questions. 

Pay special attention to spelling, language errors and sentence construction. 

Write neatly and legibly. 

Section A: Literary and Non-Literary Text 

Read the passage and answer the following questions. 

 

1.  Once there was a mother pig who had five cuddly little piglets. They were all very 

cute and well behave, except for one, Precocious Pig. “Precocious” means cheeky, or 

rude. Precocious Pig was just that. She had a mind of her own, no respect for 

anyone. 

2.  Precocious Pig loved vegetables so much, that she set off for the farmer’s 

vegetable patch. 

3.  On the way Precocious Pig met three animals, who greeted her politely. She 

replied by insulting them deeply. This was very rude and unnecessary, since her 

mother had taught her how to great people properly.  



4.  First she met Mr. Donkey, then Mr. Tortoise and lastly Mrs. Frog. For each of 

them she had something awful to say.  

5.  In the vegetable garden Precocious Pig tucked in happily stuffed herself full of 

delicious vegetables. She was so full she could hardly move. Then Wagter, the 

farmer’s dog arrived! His job was to protect the vegetable garden.  

6.  Woof! Woof! barked Wagter as he jumped the gate almost caught Precocious Pig’s 

tail.  

7.  Then Mrs. Frog came in sight: “Help! Help! Please help me, Mrs. Frog! Wagter is 

going to kill me!” yelled the Pig… 

Extract from “The Precocious Pig” (195 words) taken from Language, Literacy and Communication, Grade 5 

1. Circle the correct answer. 

 1.1  What does “Precocious” mean? (1) 

   a)  Good mannered 

   b) Rude, cheeky 

   c)  Loved 

   d)  Hatred 

 1.2  How many piglets did the Mother Pig have? (1) 

   a)  five 

   b)  one 

   c)  three 

   d)  ten 

  1.3  Who  did she meet in the vegetable patch? (1) 

   a)  Mrs. Frog 

   b)  Mr. Donkey 

   c)  Wagter 

   d)  Mr. Tortoise 

2. Are the following statements True/False? Underline the correct word. 

 2.1  Precocious Pig was a lovable creature True/False  (1) 

 2.2  Wagter’s job was to protect the river. True/False  (1) 



 2.3  The first animal Precocious Pig encountered was Mrs. Frog.      

True/ False  (1) 

3. Answer the following in full sentences. 

 3.1  Name the three animals she encountered on her way to the 

vegetable garden. (3) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________  

 3.2  What does it mean to “have a mind of your own”? (1) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Synonyms are words with the same meaning. Give synonyms for the 

following words. 

 4.1  Precocious - _____________________________  (1) 

  4.2  Insulting - _____________________________  (1) 

 4.3  Stuffed - _____________________________  (1) 

5. A Proper Noun is the name of people and places. 

 5.1  Find a proper noun in the first paragraph. ___________________ (1) 

6. Mrs. and Mr. are abbreviations. Write down abbreviations for the 

following words. (3) 

 6.1  electronic mail - ________________________ 

 6.2  Republic of South Africa - ________________________ 

 6.3  television - ________________________ 

 



7. Degrees of Comparison refers to adjectives being written in different 

forms to compare one, two or more nouns. Fill in the degrees of 

comparison for the following words: (4) 

Positive Comparative Superlative 

beautiful 7.1 7.2 

7.3 7.4 worst 

 

8.  Do you think that the way you talk to someone will affect the way they 

treat you? Yes/No and motivate your answer. (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

9.  If you had a vegetable garden what would you do to protect your 

garden?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

10.  Construct in your own words a greeting that will show respect. (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

11. Animals make different sounds. In the text the dog barked at the pig. 

 Which sounds do the following animals make? Match column A to B and 

write the letter of your choice in the answer column. (3) 

Column A Column B Answer 

11.1     Frog a)     snort  

11.2    Pig b)     braying  

11.3    Donkey c)     croak  
 

12. Write your own ending for the story. (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

____ / 15 (30÷2) (Section A) 



Section B: Visual Text 

Read the advertisement below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

1.1  Which company is advertising their product?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.2  What is the slogan of the company?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.3  What is the logo of this company?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.4  For which day of the week is this special only valid?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.5  How much does this meal cost?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 



1.6  Who is the target market for this advertisement? Underline your 

answer.   (1) 

 a)  People who do not enjoy eating out. 

 b)  People who enjoy eating pizza and pasta. 

 c)  People who enjoy eating fish and chips. 

 d)  People who enjoy eating burgers. 

1.7  At which store is this special only available?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.8  How does this advertisement make you feel when you look at it?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.9  How does this advertisement get your attention?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1.10  How does this advertisement get the readers’ interest?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

____ / 10 Marks (Section B) 

Section C: Summary 

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

The Great Spaghetti-Eating Contest  

1  “Ready, set… GO!” Mr Carter blew his whistle and the Smith Street School 

Spaghetti Eating Contest was under way. Five students sat at the table, in 

front of five h-u-g-e bowls of spaghetti. The crowd yelled and clapped.  

2  Ten minutes later, only two students were still eating.  



3  “Fatso” Brown was one of those two. There was spaghetti on his face, on his 

shirt, even in his hair. His fork flew as he shovelled food into his mouth. He had 

nearly finished his bowl, but had to have a little rest soon, or he would not be 

able to finish. He sneaked a look at the person next to him.  

4  Karen James, the skinniest kid in the school, was only halfway through her 

bowl. She ate with beautiful manners and had not spilt even a drop of sauce! 

She chewed each mouthful carefully.  

5  Happily, “Fatso” put down his fork. He had time for a rest. He would be the 

winner and would get the first prize – a brand new bicycle. In his mind, he 

could see himself, pedalling like the wind on his brand new bicycle.  

6  “Fatso’s” dream was interrupted when he heard cheering! He looked at Karen 

and saw that she was almost finished!  

7  He grabbed his fork and attacked his food. He had at least three mouthfuls 

left when he saw the last strand of spaghetti disappear into Karen’s mouth.  

8  Karen’s new bicycle was wheeled over to her. Not only had he lost the 

contest, he had been beaten by the skinniest kid in school. 

Source: Teaching Comprehension Strategies-RIC Publications 

Word count: 259 words 

1. Put a line across the TWO sentences that do not appear in the story. 

No. Sentences Answer 

1 Fatso put down his fork and started daydreaming about winning 
the first prize. 

 

2 Fatso Brown was tired and slowly chewed his spaghetti.  

3 The Smith Street School Spaghetti-Eating Contest began when 
the whistle was blown by Mr Carter. 

 

4 “Fatso Brown” had spaghetti on his face, shirt and even in his hair.  

5 Karen’s new bicycle was carried over to her.  

6 Everyone was cheering when Karen won the contest and the 
bicycle 

 

7 Karen ate neatly and showed beautiful manners.  

 



2. Arrange the sentences above in the correct order as it happened. Write 

the correct number in the answer column. E.g. 1st , 2nd, 3rd, etc. 

3. Write the summary in one paragraph. 

 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

____ / 5 Marks (Section C) 

Section D: Language Structure and Conventions 

1. Find a synonym in paragraph 1 for the word: 

shouted - ___________________________  (1) 

1.2  Find an antonym in paragraph 7 for the word: 

 appear - ___________________________  (1) 

1.3  Read the sentence below and write down one example for each part of speech 

that is listed.  (3) 

 She ate with beautiful manners and dabbed her mouth. 

 a)  Common noun _____________________ 

 b)  Adjective _____________________ 

 c)  Verb _____________________ 

1.4  Circle the pronoun in the sentence below.  (1) 

 Smith Street School hosted their annual contest. 



1.5  Rewrite the sentence below, by using the correct punctuation.  (2) 

 did Karen win the new bicycle 

 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1.6  Change the simple present tense sentence to the simple past and simple 

future tense. 

 Simple Present Tense: Karen wins the bicycle. 

 a)  Simple Past Tense:  (1) 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 b)  Simple Future Tense:  (1) 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

____ / 10 Marks (Section D) 

____ / 40 Marks TOTAL 


