
 

 

 

Name:  

Instructions                  

Carefully read all the questions before you start writing. 

Answer ALL the questions in the spaces provided 

Write neatly and legibly 

Question 1 

1.1 Answer the following questions about the San. 

a) What did men do to provide food  (1) 
______________________________________________________________ 

b) What did women do to provide food (1) 
______________________________________________________________ 

c) Who was Kaggen? (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

Question 2 

Match the word in column A with the correct definition in column B. 
 Write the correct letter in the answer column. (5) 

Column A Answer 
Colum 

Column B 

Nomadic  A. A person who excavates sites and 
studies historical artefacts. 

Role of children 
 

B. A person who enters the invisible 
spirit world to ask for help. 

Tracker  C. To play and imitate their parents. 

Archaeologist  D. To move around; not live in one place 

Shaman  E. Someone who follows an animal for 
days while hunting. 
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Question 3  

Use the following words to label the parts A to D below.  (4) 

Bow;  String;  Arrow;  Poison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. ________________________ 

B. ________________________ 

C. ________________________ 

D. ________________________  

Question 4  

Read the following extract about the San and the Khoikhoi and 

then answer the following questions.       

The San and the Khoikhoi 

When the Khoikhoi began to move south, they threatened the San's way of life. 

This led to conflict and war between the San and the Khoikhoi. 

The Khoikhoi's livestock depleted the land by grazing on it. This meant that the 

San had less food to eat. There were not enough wild animals for the San and the 

Khoikhoi to hunt. The San began to starve and consequently stole or hunted some 

of the Khoikhoi's cattle. They believed in sharing everything and did not 

understand that the Khoikhoi were possessive over their livestock. Because 

cattle were a sign of wealth for the Khoikhoi, they waged war against the San. 

The Khoikhoi began to stand together in larger groups to protect themselves and 

their livestock from the San. Some San made peace with the Khoikhoi and joined 

their pastoral societies. Other groups fled from the Khoikhoi into the mountains or 



the desert. Groups of  Khoikhoi and San merged. It negatively affected family ties 

in the San communities. Over time, the San and the Khoikhoi learned how to 

live together. There was relatively little 

conflict between the San and the Khoikhoi. 

It changed when two other groups invaded 

South Africa, namely the 

Xhosa and Sotho farmers and the 

European settlers. There are not many 

hunter-gatherers and herders left in 

Southern Africa, but a few tribes can still 

be found in the Kalahari Desert.   
Source: Lighthouse Series Social Science Grade 5 Learner’s Book, page 117. 

4.1 Which TWO groups of people does this text focus on? (2) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

4.2 What are the THREE reasons given for why conf lict began 

between the San and the Khoikhoi?     (6) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

4.3 Why were the Khoi possessive over their cattle?  (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

4.4 How did the Khoi protect themselves and their livestock from 

the San?           (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 



4.5 The arrival of which groups of people grew the conf lict in South 

Africa?           (3) 

______________________________________________________________ 

4.6 Do hunter-gathers and herders still exist today? If so where can 

they be found?         (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

4.7 Who are the Khoisan?        (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

4.8 In a single paragraph, explain why Khoikhoi kept cattle. 

 Write any four reasons.        (9) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  



Question 5 

Read the text below and look at the photographs, then answer the 
questions which follow. 

 
Source:  Platinum SS Gr.5 LB.  Page 96 -medicine from plants 

5.1 Why did the women collect plants. (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

5.2 Explain the purpose of each of the following plants: 

 5.2.1 Sickle bush (2) 

  _________________________________________________________ 

 5.2.2 Buchu 

   ________________________________________________________ 

5.3 When would the San chew on Hoodia? (3) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 



5.4 Give a reason why the San was able to use plants as medicine? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
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