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Subject: History Examiner: Rwizi, A 

Type:  Summative Term 1 2025 Moderator: Matongo, N 

Date:  18 March 2025 Grade: 5-___ 

Marks:  50 marks Time:  1 hour 15 minutes 

Name:  

INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS: 

Read questions carefully. 

Answer all the questions in the spaces provided. 

Write neatly and legibly. 

Section A: Department & NAA 

What important role did rock art paintings play in the lives of the hunter-

gatherers?  

 

QUESTION 1  

SOURCE: A  

This extract explains the rock art of the hunter-gatherers during the late 

Stone Age.  

Paintings and engravings (images) on rocks in the open air and on cave walls are 

called rock art. There is rock art on about every continent, but South Africa 

has some of the most beautiful and advanced examples. It is difficult to say why 

they painted these pictures. Some archaeologist thinks that the paintings 

were created to bring good fortune to a hunt as a kind of spiritual exercise. 

It could be that the artist simply painted things they found beautiful. There 

are thousands of rock paintings and engravings (images) in South Africa and 

some museums also have collections that are open to the public.  

Taken from the website www.sahistory.org.za (accessed 03 December 2013)  

 

 

http://www.sahistory.org.za/
http://www.sahistory.org.za/
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 Study Source A and answer the questions:  

1.1.  How does Source A explain the meaning of rock art?             (2) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

                   

1.2. On which continent according to the Source will one find 

beautiful rock art?                                                                                  (1) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

1.3. Why according to the Source were the paintings created?     (3) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.4. Explain in your own words why you think it is useful to keep 

collections of rock art paintings in a museum.                                    (4)                       

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

                          

QUESTION 2  

SOURCE: B  

This extract explains that the rock art paintings by the hunter-

gatherers from the late Stone Age have been created in a certain 

way.  

The hunter-gatherer paintings were generally made with a brush or with a 
reed ‘pen’ and have fine lines and delicate (slight) details. They were mostly 
made with red ochre (red earths), but yellow, purple, white and black were 
also used. Most paintings used one colour, but some are painted with two or 
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 several colours. Where the paint is blended (mixed) from one colour to 
another, it is referred to as shaded polychrome. Not only did the hunter-
gatherers make paint that has lasted thousands of years, they were gifted 
artists who expressed complex (difficult) ideas in elegantly simple ways. They 
were also responsible for the older tradition of rock engravings (images).  
 
Taken from the website http://newhistory.co.za. (accessed 03 December 

2013)  

 

2.1  What colours according to Source B were used by the hunter-gatherers 

to paint on the rocks?                                                                         (3)  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.2 Why do you think these specific colours were used?                           (2) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.3 What tools did they use to paint with?                                             (1) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.4 Explain how their abilities to paint are being described in Source 1B.   (4) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://newhistory.co.za/
http://newhistory.co.za/
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QUESTION 3  

SOURCE C 

The rock paintings below illustrate the dancing of the hunter-gatherers from  

the late Stone Age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from WWW.getty.educ/conservation. (accessed 03 December 2013). 

Study Source B and answer the questions:   

3.1. Which surface was used to create their paintings?                                (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

3.2. Why do you think the hunter-gatherers created these paintings about 

people dancing?                                                                                      (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

3.3. Hunter-gatherers created rock art paintings in all the places they lived”. 

Use the information in Source A, B and C and your own   knowledge, to 

write a paragraph of 5-6 full sentences in your own words, on the role of 

rock art in the lives of the hunter-gatherers.                                         (6) 

Focus on the following aspects: 

http://www.getty.educ/conservation
http://www.getty.educ/conservation
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• Where the rock art can be found. 

• How the rock art has been created? 

• Tools used to create these paintings. 

• Why the rock art has been created. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____ / 30 Marks (Section A) 
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The following rubric will be used:                                                                        

Level  1  • Use evidence and own knowledge in an 

elementary way. i.e show little or no 

understanding of the important role of 

the rock art of the hunter-gatherers. 

• Use evidence partially to report on 

topic or cannot report on the topic 

  Points: 0-1  

Level 2  Evidence is mostly relevant and is largely 

related to the subject. Demonstrate an 

understanding of the important role of rock 

art of the hunter-gatherers.   

• Use evidence in a very simple way. 

  

 Points: 2-4  

Level  3 Use relevant evidence. Demonstrate 
thorough understanding of the important 
role of rock art of the hunter-gatherers.   

• Evidence relates well to the topic. 

• Use evidence very effectively in an 
organized paragraph that shows an 
understanding of the topic.  

 Points: 5-6 
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Section B: NAA only 

QUESTION 4 

Study the following sources and then answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Platinum Social Sciences Grade 5. Page 93 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Platinum Social Sciences Grade 5. Page 94                                                                                                                

4.1 What did the San use to store water ?     (1) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.2 Justify why the San were called hunter-gatherers.    (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

    

4.3 What did the San men use to hunt ?     (2) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

4.4 Look at the words below. Classify them or write them under the correct 

columns in the table. Words about similarities and differences between the 

San and the Khoikhoi : believed in a creator, nomadic, drank milk, hunted 

game, herded cattle, rock painting or art.  

a) Write only common things between the San and Khoi in Column A. 

b) In column B write only those words that describe the how the Khoikhoi lived.  

c) In column C write only those words that describe how the Khoikhoi lived. 

NB: Don’t write common things under B & C     (6) 

Common things between 
the San and the Khoikhoi 

Differences between the San and the Khoikhoi 

Column A : Column B : Column C : 
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4.5 What did the San do when they could not find game to get meat? Explain.   

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                            (3) 

4.6 Explain the term “Khoisan”.     (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

                                      ____ / 20 Marks (Section B) 

____ / 50 marks TOTAL 


	This extract explains the rock art of the hunter-gatherers during the late Stone Age.

